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Hundreds gather to pay

tribute to Mandela

SOUTH AFRICAN LEADER’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATED IN ABU DHABI

By IMAN SHERIF
Staff Reporter

Abu Dhabi Men, women and
children gathered on Mon-
day at Khalidiyah Mall to
celebrate the 93rd birth-
day of an iconic symbol of
peace and humanity.

More than 300 well-wish-
ers sang "Happy Birthday”
to Nelson Mandela and
shared a 67-inch cake rep-

resenting his 67 years of

humanitarian work.

“Each inch represents
a year of Mandela's com-
mitment to community
work,” George Itty, CEO of
Nahtam Social Responsi-
bility (NSR), a private vol-
untary organisation, told
Gulf News.

The cake was topped
with Mandela’s portrait
and decorated with the
organisers’ and sponsors’
logos. Shaikh Nahyan Bin
Mubarak Al Nahyan, Min-
ister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research,
led the cake-cutting cer-
emony. Reem Ebrahim Al
Hashemi, Minister of State
and Chairperson of the
| Dubai Cares Board of Di-
rectors, also attended the
ceremony along with other
top officials.

Proud

“Mandela is the defini-
tion of humanity; he is a
legend who devoted his life
to fight poverty and serve
the world; he showed great
power by his endless pur-
suit of equality and respect
for all people,” Shaikh
Nahyan told Gulf News.

The event was organised
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Special day R
Shaikh Nahyan Bin Mubarak Al Nahyan and Reem Al Hashemi take part in the 93rd

birthday celebrations of Nelson Mandela in Abu Dhabi on Monday. More than 300
well-wishers shared a 67-inch cake representing 67 years of Mandela’s humanitarian work.

for the first time in the
UAE by the Embassy of
South Africa, NSR, and the
United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP).

“We, the people of South
Africa are privileged to in-
herit the legacy of a great
leader like Mandela. With
this privilege comes re-
sponsibility and a duty to
the community,” South
Africa’s ambassador to the
UAE, Yacoob Abba Omar,
told Gulf News.

Gulf News spoke to South
Africans in the capital to
get their views of what
Mandela means to them.

“Nelson Mandela is the
father of our nation. He
sacrificed the best years

of his life so that people
of colour could eventually
have equality and freedom
— this was achieved with-
out violence. He will al-
ways have a special place
in our hearts and we are in-
credibly proud of him,” 31-
yvear-old Angela Thomas,
who works in the educa-
tion field, said.

Role model

“It’s a great idea that peo-
ple have been asked [by the
UN] to allocate 67 minutes
to public service. For this
occasion I made an online
donation to the Nelson
Mandela Foundation,” she
added.

Henry Doubell, a 43-

year-old club director said,
“Mandela is a role model,
we look up to him. He
made lots of changes trying
his best to give his people
what he promised. He lived
up to his promises. I came
especially today to honour
his dedication.”

Michal Smolka, a 43-
year-old project manager
believes that “Mandela is
an inspiration and a leader
to look up to.”

Sharif Abbas, a 54-year-
old CEO of a food com-
pany in South Africa, said
Mandela was the greatest
statesman of all time.

“He reached out with
love rather than military
conflicts.”
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